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The Fortunate Pilgrim

This book, The Fortunate Pilgrim, by Mario Puzo, was a really good viewpoint on how the lives of the early Italians lived, when they first came over to this country from Italy.  They showed an enormous amount of pride in everything that they did.  We as a people, showed strong family ties, even as we get older.  It also shows us the importance the Italian people put into work.  Unfortunately though, it also shows us the stereotypical mafia aspect of the Italian culture that is one of the more noted things in Hollywood shows and movies.
The Italian people have a lot of pride in themselves and in the things they do every day.  Although almost everyone in this book was stricken with poverty and they did not know whether or not they were going to get to eat, they still remained strong and proud in themselves.  In their minds it was not the acceptable thing to do to go out into the world and look for free handouts, except in times of great like the Corbo children had to in order to get enough money to buy the necessities, you need to earn everything.  Even though they were stricken down they still tried to make themselves better because in the Corbo family, all of the children had to go to school in order to learn how to read and write in order to live the lives that their parents wanted them to live, and this basic idea still exists now and it will continue to exist so long as the Italians are here.

One of the more notable things about Italians is the family ties that are present in our families.  In the story the entire Corbo family was one unit working for the whole.  If the family needed money than the children would quit their schooling in order to get a job and make some more money to support the family.  Even when the children grow up and move out on their own, they are still sending back money in order to keep the family going.  In my life I see this because my Nonna and Nonno are always looking out for our family, whether it is helping us with repairs to each other’s houses or just having Sunday dinner at their house.  This just goes to show that the family is the cornerstone of our culture.

If you ask someone the question, “What do you think about the early Italian Immigrants work ethic?”  You would probably get the replay back, “their work ethic is astounding, they are always working hard and cause little problems.”  In the story almost every single member of the Corbo family had a job in which they could help to support the family when they needed the money or when one of the family members was sick.  This just shows me that the work ethic of the Italians is that no matter what happens, work needs to get done and if need be, someone needs to step up and get it done.

This book also shows us the Italian stereotype, the Italian Mafia.  In this book there is a mafia that goes around to the different shops in the area and collects “protection money”, even though all that they are doing is taking away money from these shop owners who have worked hard to get what they have.  In our present society the Italian Mafia, is not as large as it used to be back in the Golden Days of the mafia because of police and federal activity cracking down on these illegal activities.  Although this is not something that the everyday hard working Italians are proud of, it is still something that we have had to deal with and move on and try to keep the stereotype to a minimum, and the positive stereotypes the one that people care about.

By writing this book Mario Puzo made a story that really helped to show what it was like for the Italian people when they first came over.  It showed the pride they had in the face of poverty, hardship, and sickness.  It showed the unbreakable family ties that can be found in Italian families all over.  It also exemplifies the work ethic that the immigrants had in order to start their lives in the US after leaving their homeland.  Puzo even fit the mafia stereotype into his piece which is a very famous aspect of the early years.  I would like to ask someone, “what country other culture could say that they brought as much culture to America as the Italians have?”
